Mr. Willis confirmed that while speaking with several
miners waiting to go underground on the four to midnight
shift, Jackie Smith informed him that he did not know what
was wrong with the elevator and that he could not state whether
it was safe.  Mr. Willis did not speak with Mr. Hogan or
Mr. Ventura at this time, but he did learn that they informed
foreman Denny Smith that they were invoking their individual
safety rights and would not ride the elevator underground.
Mr. Willis then accompanied Mr. Hogan and Mr. Ventura to
Mr. Hager's office for a meeting, and Mr. Ventura and Mr. Hogan
were subsequently assigned other work.  Later, a federal and
state inspector arrived on the scene but did not examine
the elevator.  The elevator company mechanic changed some
electrical contactor  points and determined that the elevator
safety features had not been "jumpered out" (Tr. 178).  Later,
Mr. Hager informed him that Mr. Hogan and Mr. Ventura would
be suspended for five days (Tr* 179) .  Mr, Willis confirmed
that federal inspector Conrad stated that he found no
violations of federal law and that as far as he was concerned
the elevator was safe.  However, state inspector Monahan
indicated that he would not ride the elevator (Tr, 180).

On cross-examination, Mr. Willis stated that when he spoke
with Mr. Kessler he did not tell him how far the elevator
had dropped, and that Mr. Bara characterized the elevator
as being "f..... up" (Tr. 183). He also confirmed that while
Mr. Bara did not specifically state that the elevator had
dropped, he did indicate that it "felt like it" (Tr. 184).
Mr. Willis also confirmed that Jackie Smith told him he could
not find the elevator problem (Tr. 184).

In response to further questions, Mr. Willis confirmed
that after the inspectors and the elevator representative
were called, they all "gave the elevator a clean bill of health",
and while no one knew what the specific problem was, the changing
of the contactor points took care of it and he learned that
if dirt gets into the contactor tips they have a tendency to
stick (Tr. 190).

Mr. Willis stated that he did not believe that mine
management acted unreasonably by calling in the elevator
mechanic and the state and federal inspectors, but he believed
that .Mr. Hogan and Mr. Ventura should not have been suspended,
and he expected management to just let them go back to work
after they determined that the elevator was safe (Tr. 193) .
Mr. Willis confirmed that he had ridden the elevator many
times and he explained how it operates on the "manual" mode,
and he also indicated that "anytime that elevator malfunctions
it is a headache for both management and union, it causes a lot
of concern" (Tr. 192, 194-195),
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